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The members of the City
Council of Faulkton held their
regular monthly meeting on
Feb. 3. The main topics of dis-
cussion were the sewer project,
presentations from Stacy
Hadrick and Romella Fortin,
snow removal on sidewalks and
setting a special meeting to con-
duct job interviews for a
prospective city maintenance
employee.
Maintenance chief Jerod

Raethz gave his report to the
council first. Raethz reported
that he was nearly ready with a
bid proposal for crushing con-
crete at the rubble site. City Fi-
nance Officer Sallie Traver
confirmed that those bids would
be published next week.
Raethz also reported that he

and his one man crew have been
focusing on snow removal and
some carousel maintenance. He
told the council that the
Carousel Association had do-
nated two new horses, and that
he was prepping the one in the
best shape to be placed for this
season’s use. The other they
would continue working on and
store until needed. Also he in-
formed the council that the new

city signs had arrived as of Jan.
10 and were merely waiting for
spring to be put up.
Mayor Tim Bormann then ad-

dressed the council about pre-
application for funding for the
sewer project. With the new fed-
eral farm bill likely to come to a
vote within the next day or two,
city engineer Terry Helms rec-
ommended that the city send in
their signed pre-application for
funding which would come to
Rural Development through the
US Department of Agriculture.
The council agreed that it was
best to get as much potential
funding lined up as possible, and
since this pre-application didn’t
bind them to any permanent de-
cision as yet they agreed to have
the mayor sign and submit it.
Next Stacy Hadrick, economic

development coordinator for the
Faulk County area gave the
council an update on what she
has been doing for the city and
the community as a whole for al-
most the whole of the past year.
As for what’s coming up in the
future she reminded the council
that Feb. 22 they will host a
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Signs, snowy sidewalks,
prospective employees

Jackie Geiger is pictured with Sean Roseland, Claire Cotton, Rhyann Roseland, Kamryn Rhodes, and Ruby
Kopecky. Geiger’s business, Angels Among Us Daycare, is celebrating 25 years!

25 years, 400 + kids and never a boring day
Jackie Geiger has operated

her Angels Among Us in home
daycare for 25 years now.
“Hitting 25 years, it’s just been

great,” Geiger said. “People ask
me if I have good kids. I don’t. I
tell them that I have the best
kids. I tell them that they are the
best kids, and I’ve never met a
kid who was unbest.”
The 25-year mark has also

brought with it some revelations,
one being that she’s serving the
children of children she took care
of.
“I have six second generation

kids,” Geiger said. “I watched
their parents and now they’re all
grown up with families of their
own, and I get to watch their
kids! It’s a real joy.”
Howmany kids has she served

over the years?
“I was afraid you’d ask that,”

Geiger said. “I don’t have a total

count off the top of my head, but
I know that it’s more than 400.
Ha! That’s a lot of potty training
isn’t it! I was thinking of having
a reunion party for everyone but
I’ve no idea where we could go
that would be big enough to host
it!”
“I’ve got happy memories of

everyone of them,” Geiger said.
“The most rewarding part of my
job every day is helping them
discover new things, watching
their personalities develop and
grow. Kids often get told what
they are going to do or what they
have to do. But that’s not life, be-
cause often in life there isn’t any-
body telling you what to do. They
need to know how to do things
for themselves, and how to ask
good questions and make good
decisions for themselves. To
think creatively and to be able to
decide for themselves what they
should do, and hopefully do it
right the first time.”
“This is why we do all sorts of

things and why the activities we
do constantly change,” she said.
“My goal is to never have one of
my kids tell me that they are
bored!”
Geiger said that she elimi-

nates boredom in many ways,
from dress up days to field trips,
from arts and crafts to science
experiments.
“All kinds of fun things, gar-

dening, overnights in Water-
town,” she said. “It usually starts
with a question. Why is this, or
why is that? Why is snow white
was a question we had, and it
was harder to answer than you
might think. We made some

friends with meteorologists be-
cause of it. We’ve done gardening
and horticulture too, right now
we’re doing a hydroponics exper-
iment! Making snowmen, doing
projects for and visiting the
nursing home, picking corn out
in a corn field, whatever interest
strikes them. When we lost
power, everybody came with
flashlights for the day and we
learned to make shadow puppets
and had so much fun that we
didn’t notice or care that the
power was out. The kids have
asked me afterwards, ‘When are
we going to have another Black
Friday?’ which is what we called
it.”
Geiger said that imagination

is key.
“I want them to use their

imaginations,” she said. “I want
to show them that they don’t
need toys not to be bored. They
are so curious about the world
and it’s so fun to help them find
the answers to their questions.
Along the way they can learn
how to solve problems by them-
selves, which is really helpful for
both school and life itself. I’m
proud of every one of my daycare
kids, everyone who has passed
through my doors. I’ve gotten to
see something special in each
one of them, and saw some of the
skills, talents and creativity that
many of them have had before
everybody else got to find out
about it.”
In the 25 years, Geiger has

moved her daycare’s physical lo-
cation only once, and it was just

Geiger’s Daycare story
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Amazing Grace Baptist
Church has a new minister. Pas-
tor Benji Beaudoin started serv-
ing the local Baptist
congregation last Thursday.
“With Pastor Ruckerman’s

mission call to Africa it left va-
cancies both here and at the
church in Hoven,” said Beau-
doin. “A pastor is now filling
that need full time in Hoven and
I’ve come to be the full time pas-
tor here in the congregation in
this county. I first came to this
area for the tent meeting we had
here in the Faulkton City Park
back in July and we absolutely
fell in love with the place.”
“The people here are very

friendly and we felt very wel-
come here. Before Pastor James
left for Africa, he called me, and
wanted to know if serving the
Lord in this neck of the woods
was something I would like to
do,” he continued. “We jumped
at the chance. My wife and I had
originally planned to come out
in June, but with a new baby on
the way we decided come out
and get settled early, and do our
best to get used to the winters
right away.”
Beaudoin was born in New

York and grew up in Kentucky.
He went to Bible College in In-
diana and became a preacher in
1995.
“I’ve served congregations all

over the country, from Delaware,
Kentucky, to Louisiana,” he

said. “Now I’m here. I hope to
see souls saved and help lives
change for the better. As of now
we plan to keep our services and
service times the same, but long
term I hope to be able to expand
to include a Sunday school and
a Sunday evening service.”
Beaudoin and his wife Leah

currently have six children,
Rachel, Becky, Mark, Stephen,
Noah and Felicity. With one
more on the way, he says they
plan to be active in local school
events.
“We’ve already been to our

first basketball game, and had a
good time there,” he said. “Right
now we’re just here with two of
our boys, but we’ll be bringing
the rest up from their grandpar-
ents in Kansas within the
month.”

New Pastor for Amazing Grace

Pastor Benji Beaudoin

Weather
H L P

Tues., Jan. 28 15 -5
Wed., Jan. 29 42 9 .08
Thurs., Jan. 30 10 -8
Fri., Jan. 31 22 0
Sat., Feb. 1 11 -5
Sun., Feb. 2 25 -2
Mon., Feb. 3 17 -10 .02
Tom Bartholomew, Observer

The total amount of moisture in
2014 is .19. Total moisture in
2013 to date was .64.
For current weather conditions:

climate.sdstate.edu/awdn/
current/realtime.asp
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