
The school board of the Faulk-
ton Area Schools met on March
10 for their regular monthly ses-
sion. All board members were in
attendance and they approved
the meetings agenda, previous
minutes, finance reports and
paid their bills as of March 11.
Dr. Joel Price had no special

recognitions for the board and
High School Principal Craig
Cassens had no report prepared
for the board.
Dr. Price gave his report to

the board. Starting off it was a
legislative update, as the last
few weeks of South Dakota’s
legislative session went for-
ward, what bills pertaining to
education should be noted to the
board. Senate Bill 151 or 158
which related to increase of ed-
ucation funds of up to 3% over-
all. Dr. Price said that if any
board member had any contact
with our District 23 legislators
that they should ask them to
support that legislation and
push for a higher percentage.
Other bills of note were House

Bill 1150, requiring the reciting
of the Pledge of Allegiance to be
recited at the start of each
school day in every public school
classroom. Participation in the
pledge would not be mandatory
if the student or their parent or
guardian did not wish to partic-
ipate.
Other bills on the floor that

Dr. Price mentioned were House
Bill 1164 which would revise
provisions regarding school

board opening day decision peti-
tions. This means with a signed
petition of 5 percent of regis-
tered voters, those voters could
set a date by vote for an opening
day of school. This means that if
voters did not want the school to
start before Labor Day they
could set the start date of school
until afterward. Dr. Price talked
more about that later in his re-
port, reviewing two drafts of the
school calendar, one starting on
Aug. 25 and the other starting
on Sept. 2. Depending on how
voting on that bill went means
the school is prepared in either
case.
Senate bill 63 ensures the pri-

vacy of student testing records
and Senate Bill 182 makes revi-

sions to provisions related to ed-
ucational credit, ensuring that
when a student takes a college
or tech school course in high
school they receive both full
credit toward graduation as well
as credit at the associated post
secondary school.
Dr. Price then talked about

the new state tests for the
school under the common core.
Testing in all will take four and
one half days. Dr. Price said
that the testing should be fin-
ished by the end of April.
Price then gave the board an

update on the math curriculum
for the schools. Price explained
what publishers and curriculum
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Faulkton voters will be pick-
ing a new mayor and a new city
council representative in Ward
II on Tuesday, April 8. Running
for mayor are Sarah Davidson
and Slade Roseland. Their an-
nouncement letters appeared in
last week’s Record. Announcing
this week are the candidates for
Ward II council member, Jamie
Hustead and Mark Toennies.
Mark Toennies
Mark Toennies has announced

his candidacy for Faulkton City
Council, Ward II. He is married
to Kelly Toennies, Faulk County
Auditor.
“We moved to Faulkton 2 1/2

years ago to be closer to family,
my daughter is April Sorensen,
and to accept a job at the Faulk-
ton Nursing Home,” Toennies
said. “I am the Environmental
Services Manager at the Faulk-
ton Healthcare Center. Opportu-
nities to serve my community
are important to me.”
Toennies is a member of the

Faulkton Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, on the church council at
Our Savior Lutheran and oper-
ates a plumbing business in ad-
dition to his job at the nursing
home.
“Before moving to Faulkton I

was involved in my community
as a fireman for 17 years,
Jaycees, one term on city coun-
cil, two terms on the school
board, and two terms on the
church council,” he said. “Since I
have been living in Faulkton, I
have come to know many of the

people here and I feel I would be
able to serve the citizens of
Faulkton well. This community
is starting to see a change with
the influx of younger people re-
turning to live in this area. We
need to embrace this and look at
ways to continue to be able to
grow and meet/overcome the
challenges this may also cause.”
Jamie Hustead
Jamie Hustead has an-

nounced as a candidate for
Faulkton’s Ward II city council
vacancy.
“I have been married for over

a decade and have been blessed
with five wonderful children,”
Hustead said. “Not only am I a
full time mother but I also own
the West Side Motel and cur-
rently deliver mail on a rural
mail route.”
“I bowl in our Faulkton

women’s league and I love to
spend time with my family
whether it’s movie night, game
night or just to watch them play
sports,” she said.
“I have been an active member

of the community for almost four
years and absolutely love it, I
can’t imagine living and raising
my children anywhere else,
therefore the future of Faulkton
is of utmost importance to me,”
Hustead noted. “I know I have
not lived here my whole life but
I have experienced many things
outside of Faulkton, which I
think can be a great asset to this
community.”
“I am excited to be a part of

this process, and I hope that I
can make a difference. As like all
communities we have some is-
sues and everyone’s voice needs
to be heard. I hope to be that
voice,” Hustead said.
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Long awaited spring thaw brings its own problems
After several days of above 50 degrees we’ve had a much welcome thaw. That has brought it’s own problems however as there have been

drainage issues all over the City of Faulkton with the city crew and helpers are out working to unclog and get flowing. Frozen culverts are
at the root of the problem, blocked with dirty ice.
Though drainage is an issue right now, it is nice to finally see things warm up. Especially after a record breaking bitterly cold winter which

we can now say (crossing our fingers) is finally over.

Weather
H L P

Tues., March 4 18 8 .39
(5” snow)

Wed., March 5 26 13
Thurs., March 6 42 17
Fri., March 7 23 9
Sat., March 8 43 15
Sun., March 9 56 38
Mon., March 10 55 33

Tom Bartholomew, Observer
The total amount of moisture in
2014 is .84. Total moisture in
2013 to date was 2.15.

RECORD NOTES

Voters in the Faulkton Area
Schools District will be deciding
whether or not to opt-out of the
tax freeze on Tuesday, March 18.
The school board is asking vot-

ers to consider a $450,000 per
year opt-out to supplement sup-
port for school programs for the
next five years (payable in the
calendar year 2015 and continu-
ing through the year 2019).
The board has held a number

of public meetings to explain the
need for this additional support

from school district tax payers.
Without the opt-out, school offi-
cials and the school board would
be in the position of needing to
drastically cut extra curricular
and academic programs.
A yes vote will increase the tax

levy by the amount of the opt-
out. A no vote leaves the tax levy
as it is.
The polling place will be

Faulkton City Hall with polling
times from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. A
sample ballot appears on page 8.

Election day is this Tuesday, March 18

School district voters
to decide on opt-out

Board reviews testing, election board
pay and votes on staffing changes


