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The continued draw on the
national propane supply that
started in October has finally
hit local pocketbooks in the
midst of an extended cold snap.
To explain how end consumer

prices reached nearly $5 a gal-
lon at the end of January, you
have to look at how propane
reaches the Dakotas and con-
sider the demands at a national
and regional level.
The short explanation is this:

Higher demand from farmers to
dry grain during a wet fall har-
vest on top of increased exports
and one less Midwest pipeline
in operation. Add in increased
demand in southern states that
rarely see cold temperatures
plus extended cold tempera-
tures in the Dakotas, and you
have prices that more than
doubled in less than a week.
“Two events, the need to dry

more crops and the need to run
home furnaces these last three
months, have made the de-
mand very high. Places south of
us, who (usually) only run their
furnaces a few days out of the
year, have suddenly been using
them every day,” said Jim Slu-

necka of Northern Plains of
Faulkton. “Nobody, or at least
not very many folks, saw this
record winter coming.”
Slunecka watched the price

of propane start to spike Jan.
16 then watched it leap upward
by $2.52 in seven days.
“That’s just nuts,” he said.

“Since, it’s gone down about
$1.50, but for a while propane
was going for roughly $5 per
gallon. It’s not just propane ei-
ther. Natural gas, fuel oil No. 1
– both of those costs increased,
too.”
One year ago, residential

propane cost about $1.50 per
gallon in South Dakota, accord-
ing to the U.S. Energy Informa-
tion Administration. By the end
of January 2014, the EIA had
recorded prices at more than $4
per gallon throughout the Mid-
west with a $4.57 per gallon
high in North Dakota.
Darren Medhaug of Full Cir-

cle Ag Co-op in Britton, said the
sudden spike was a nightmare
on their end.
“People in the business 40-50

years have never seen anything
like it,” said Darren Medhaug
of Full Circle Ag Co-op in Brit-
ton. “Usually propane goes up
two or three cents or a nickel at
most, and when all that hap-
pened in a week we really were
blindsided.”
Don Clement of Farmers Oil

Co. in Orient, points specifi-
cally to distribution as a cause
for the record prices.
“With this record winter

across the country consumption
is up, and there is a greater de-
mand for the supply and a
greater difficulty in getting it

where it needs to go. There is
plenty of propane out there, but
it’s getting it out here to us that
is apparently the problem,” he
said. “The cost of the product
hasn’t changed. It’s just the
cost of transporting it that has
jumped up.”
At Northern Plains in Faulk-

ton, the company’s propane
supply starts in Kansas then is
transported by a shared
pipeline – which can push
diesel, gas or propane – to a
local distributor in Wolsey.
“They can only push one kind

of fuel through at a time. So do
you need diesel or propane?
Well, we need both obviously.
And it takes two months for
that supply to get from Kansas
to Wolsey. You have to predict
what your demand is going to
be two months out,” Slunecka
said. “Nobody guessed that this
was coming. Or, if they did,
they couldn’t get anything done
about it in time.”
In response, local distribu-

tors are sending drivers to dis-
tribution terminals in
northwest Iowa and Kansas.
But with the increased de-
mand, drivers experienced long
waits.
“The cost of the actual prod-

uct was actually slightly
cheaper, but there were 17
trucks waiting in line to fill up
with a wait time of between
four to six hours,” Slunecka
said. “That driver has to be
paid, and he could have made
three or four trips back and
forth to Wolsey than for one
trip to Iowa and back.”
Many states, including South

Dakota, issued executive orders
to lift limits and extend the
number of hours drivers can be
on the road to and from distri-
bution centers.

Propane prices story
(Continued on Page 2)

FAULK COUNTY

RECORD
Wednesday, February 12, 2014 – Volume 132, Number 6

Faulk County Record on-line - www.faulkcountyrecord.com
e-mail info@faulkcountyrecord.com

75¢ Includes Tax ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Love from Galena ........5
Legislature ...................6
Sports ....................7-8-9

Public notices........12-13
Obituaries...................14
For your Valentine......20

Inside this issue:

Queen of Hearts 2014 crowned
Della Dreis, mother of Janet Bohn of Faulkton was crowned by the

Faulkton Snow Queens as the Queen of Hearts this past Saturday,
Feb. 8 at the Faulkton Healthcare Center. Dreis was crowned by
Brandi Melius, Junior Miss Faulkton, daughter of Keith and Char
Melius and Makenna Boss, Senior Miss Faulkton, daughter of Todd
Boss and Angie Borstad.

Propane prices an unpleasant surprise

Residential propane prices
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The cost of propane in the Dakotas was lower than the Midwest and U.S. 
averages on Jan. 6. By Jan. 27, North Dakota’s price of $4.57 a gallon was 
higher than both Midwest and U.S. averages. South Dakota’s price peaked 

on Jan. 27 at $4.11 a gallon, higher than the U.S. average. 
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Price on Feb. 3:
N.D.: $3.84/gal.
S.D.: $3.66/gal.

Peak prices:
N.D.: $4.57/gal.
S.D.: $4.11/gal.

Price on Jan. 6:
N.D.: $2.26/gal.
S.D.: $2.07/gal.

Board talks sports, colleges
& tech credits, new vehicles
The board of the Faulkton

Area Schools met in regular ses-
sion on Monday, Feb. 10.
After the regular business the

board heard from High School
Principal and Athletic Director
Craig Cassens.
Cassens reported the date for
upcoming region wrestling
games and district basketball for
boys and girls games. Both those
district games would be double
headers. Should either team win
then they will play again.
Board member and girls coach

Todd Brand said that essentially
winning meant a late night on a
school night only to rise and re-
peat the next day.
Cassens said that this is due to

Faulkton being put in a new con-
ference. He said that he could
put in a request for the games to
take place at 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. or
at 4 p.m. and 6 p.m. but that
likely this request would be ig-
nored.
Cassens said that they had

begun the class registration
process for the next school year.
The process starts with the cur-
rent junior class and that the
eighth grade class is the next
most important group as that
planning usually required
parental input as they need to ef-
fectively plan for a student’s aca-
demic future.
Cassens said that he’s started

a practice of publishing game
rules in the ball game programs.
“The idea is to provide infor-

mation on little known rules,
clarify the most confusing rules
or show what difference our
rules are when compared to the
sport at college or professional
levels,” he said. ‘The whole idea
is to have our fans more in-
formed on how we play the
game. But I have also made the
clarification that being informed
of the rules doesn’t give freedom
to complain to the officials.”
Cassens said that the sports

schedule for the next year is al-
most complete.
“As of now, we do have a game

scheduled over Christmas break,
but we have not signed a contact
on it as yet so it could still po-
tentially be moved.”
Cassens also commented on

the recent actions of the state
legislature and the South
Dakota High School Activities
Association. He fielded questions
from a few of the board members
about the goings on in Pierre and
between the lawyers of the state
and the SDHAA, all of it being
up in the air as of now.
One further thing he men-

tioned was the possibility of a
shot clock in basketball games.
AAA schools already had shot
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Weather
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Tues., Feb. 4 6 -10
Wed., Feb. 5 3 -13
Thurs., Feb. 6 5 -12
Fri., Feb. 7 13 -11
Sat., Feb. 8 15 -11
Sun., Feb. 9 6 -19
Mon., Feb. 10 7 -19
Tom Bartholomew, Observer

The total amount of moisture in
2014 is .19. Total moisture in
2013 to date was .64.
For current weather conditions:

climate.sdstate.edu/awdn/
current/realtime.asp

10 days of below zero
What a cold spell. Starting Sat-
urday, Feb. 1, with a reading of -
5 the low temperature every day
has been below zero . . . with a
-19 degrees recorded Feb. 9 and
Feb. 10.
Free dinner & housing
information is planned
The Faulkton Development Cor-
poration and the Housing Task
Force invites the public to a spe-
cial meeting, including a free
supper, on Saturday, Feb. 22 at
the Community Center in Faulk-
ton beginning at 6 p.m. The
agenda includes results from the
community housing survey, the
upside of having adequate hous-
ing and recommendations and
next steps.

RECORD NOTES

Valentine’s Day is Feb. 14


