
Thursday, Jan. 2 the Faulkton
Volunteer Fire Department re-
sponded to a call at the Ken and
Rhonda Thompson residence at
1106 Park St. in Faulkton.
Fire Chief Shane Machtemes

said that it was a kitchen fire, and
said the call went out at 11:49 p.m.
Ken Thompson said that the

house suffered extensive smoke
damage throughout with some
minor structural damage in the
kitchen itself.
“It was a close one,” Thompson

said. “In about another fifteen
minutes and the whole house
would have gone up.”
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It was another banner year for new con-
struction in Faulkton. According to build-
ing permits issued by the City of Faulkton
$2,082,100 in construction was estimated
by those taking out the permits.
Of that amount $1,100,000 was esti-

mated for the cost of the new eight-plex
apartment building now under construc-
tion at the site of the old Faulk County

Memorial Hospital.
Construction was also completed by

three businesses: Luce Funeral Home had
a new office/storage/garage building
erected on Court St.; Animal Health Cen-
ter built a large addition to their facility
on Highway 212; and Hase Plumbing and
Heating built a new storage
building/garage next to the home of em-

ployee Lon Feickert.
Several new homes were completed or

started in Faulkton. The balance of the
listing were remodeling, out building and
moving in projects.

The $2,082,100 total compares to the
past several years of: $1,594,550 in 2013,
and $238,000 in 2012.

New construction
(continued on page 9)

The Faulkton Retail Center was included in the 2012 total of building permits but was built
in 2013. Already operating businesses from the new building are, left, the Short Stop Bar, Roots
and Farmers Union Insurance.

City of Faulkton building permits
issued for 2013 total $2,082,100

Luce Funeral Home’s new office, storage and garage building was part of this year’s new
construction.

Animal Health Center expanded with this new 42x80 steel building alongside their present
structures on Highway 212.

The City Council had their first
meeting of 2014 on Monday, Jan.
6.
The council voted on minutes,

claims and approved the finance
report. Jerod Raethz then gave
his maintenance report.
Raethz said that he’d been on

the phone a lot recently withMor-
ris-Orlean Transportation, work-
ing on getting together a proposal
for rock crushing for the city.
Raethz said that with the number
of homes recently deconstructed
and placed at the rubble site, it
was time for the city to have some
concrete crushed and he was get-
ting together information to have
bids ready for publishing so that
they could be opened in March.
Other than that Raethz said that
he has been focusing on snow re-
moval.
The council then moved to old

business. First was an update on
the sewer project. Raethz said
that he’d spoken with Helms and
Associates. The were waiting on
final approval from the state for
several documents. They expected
approval soon so that the bidding
process for the camera mapping
could begin in February. Raethz
said that they would likely not
start the actual work of the cam-
era mapping until March orApril
when things had warmed up be-
causemuch of the equipment was
temperature sensitive and had to
be stored in heated garage space.
Raethz also brought the board

up to speed on the punch list to

finish the airport projects, as
much as to say that no progress
had been made so far and wasn’t
likely until the weather was
warmer.
The council moved on to new

business. Stacy Hadrick, the
Faulk County Economic Develop-
ment Coordinator was scheduled
to give an update to the council,
but called to cancel and postpone
until the next council meeting.
Next Raethz talked to the coun-

cil about the 2014 Rural Water
Annual Technical Conference in
Pierre on Jan. 14 through 16. He
said that he was required to have
a number of educational service
hours logged and that two days of
this conference, the 14th and 15th
would get him what he needed.
Originally he planned to drive
back and forth for two days but
the council agreed and voted that
Raethz would get a motel room
that the city would cover.
The council then voted to set

the municipal election date as
Tuesday, April 8, and agreed to
combine the election with the
school district.
Seats held by council members

this year that are up for election
are currently held by Slade Rose-
land, Kathy Biedenfeld, and Dave
Hadrick. The mayor’s position,
currently held by TimBormann is
also up for election this year.
Kathy Biedenfeld announced that
she would not be seeking re-elec-
tion.
Next the council voted to go into

executive session to discuss per-
sonnel issues.
Coming out of executive session

the council voted to advertise for a
new city maintenence worker.
Duane Kwasnieski will be retir-
ing this coming July and the
council wanted to hire a new
worker before he retires and have
that person on staff for at least 3
months before Kwasnieski re-
tires, so that he and Raethz can
give this new person on the job
training.
The council also approved

wages for 2014 and also approved
Raethz and Kwasnieski to carry
over their unspent vacation hours
from 2013 to 2014.
The council then adjourned for

the evening.

City Council sets elections

Weather
H L P

Mon., Dec. 30 11 -1
Tues., Dec. 31 2 -11 .13
Wed., Jan. 1 13 -13
Thurs., Jan. 2 16 -20
Fri., Jan. 3 41 7
Sat., Jan. 4 7 -11
Sun., Jan. 5 -5 -17
Mon., Jan. 6 0 -17

Tom Bartholomew, Observer
The total amount of moisture in
2014 is 22.41. Total moisture in
2013 to date was 0.
For current weather conditions:

climate.sdstate.edu/awdn/
current/realtime.asp

RECORD NOTES

Literally, Too Cool for School
With low temperatures and a high bitter windchill that made the

effective temperature in the negative 30’s, Faulkton School was can-
celed Monday and restarted at 10 a.m. Tuesday. The official low both
Sunday and Monday was -17 degrees with the low for the week a -
20 degrees on Thursday, Jan. 3.
Though not dead completely, traffic in downtown Faulkton cer-

tainly was at a bare minimum as folks stayed home rather than try
and venture out in the cold. Smart move.

-20 on Jan. 2, 2014

First fire of the New Year doused


