
Father Joji Itukulapati and
parishioners Dawn Redden,
Gayle Charron, and Jan Melius
went on a pilgrimage to the Holy
Land last month.
“We left a day early, and got

back a day late,” said Redden.
“Not bad for traveling halfway
around the world.”
“There were so many places

that we went to that I can’t re-
ally describe them all in one sit-
ting,” said Melius.
Starting off leaving Faulkton

just before midnight on Nov. 10,
they arrived at the Sioux Falls
airport around 3 a.m. From
there they flew to Chicago and
then internationally, their ulti-
mate destination being Tel Aviv,
Israel.
Their trip ranged all over, from

Jerusalem, to Nazareth, to Beth-
lehem and back. From the Gar-
den of Gethsemane to the River
Jordan, from riding a boat on the
sea of Galilee to the site of the fa-
mous wedding in Cana.
“I swam in the Dead Sea for

about an hour, walked to the top
of Mount Tabor where Jesus had
his transfiguration, and we all
renewed our baptisms in the
River Jordan,” said Father Joji.
All agreed that going to the

holy sites gave them a new per-
spective on the scripture.
“Since we’ve been back I defi-

nitely noticed a change,” said
Melius. “Even just last Sunday
the scriptures mentioned the
River Jordan. I’ve been there,
and I’ve seen it. I know what it
looks like and what the people
who live there look like.”
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Lights winners announced
The Faulkton Business and Professional Association has

announced the winners of its annual Christmas lighting con-
test. The three top winners will be awarded $25 in Faulkton
Bucks. Additional honorable mention honors went to Harold
and Diane Macek at 915 Huron St.

A picture of the Randy and Sherry Carlson display doesn’t cap-
ture the whole effect, especially missing in this photo is their back
yard. They were awarded the best traditional display. View the dis-
play at 1115 St. John. St.

Best religious display was awarded to the Tim Quinn
family, located at 1319 St. John. Street.

Bonnie Wuger’s display featuring fence light and angel sculp-
ture won the best lighting award at 117 8th Ave. N.

An anonymous match has
been received to complete the
fund raising for the Cecil Harris
Statue. For every dollar
contributed, a dollar
match by the anonymous
donor is available until
the goal of $95,000 is
reached. The current
balance for the Statue
is $74,450.
Please make checks

payable to: NSU Founda-
tion/ Friends of Cecil
Harris, 620 15th Ave

SE, Aberdeen, SD 57401.
For further information, con-

tacts for the Cecil Harris Statue
Committee are: Bob Swan-
horst, H 605-335-8143, C
605-321-0521, 739 E
Greenbrier Pl, Sioux
Falls, SD 57108; Norma
Miller, 1521 E Melgaard
Rd, Aberdeen, SD 57401
H 605-725-3320; Ken-

neth Schroeder, Retired US
Navy Captain, H 605-348-
9364, C 605-484-0975.

Matching funds secured
for the Cecil Harris statue

Four from St. Thomas Church make
Christmas pilgrimage to the Holy Land

Holy Land pilgrims from St. Thomas in Faulkton took a November
Christmas season trip to the Holy Land. On top, third from the left is Fa-
ther Joji Itukulapati. Two rows down on the left is Gayle Charron. In the
front row in orange and purple are Dawn Redden and Jan Melius. The
four from St. Thomas were part of a pilgrimage tour that went all over the
Holy Land, following the steps of Jesus’ life and ministry.

Tickled to talk to Santa & Santa letters
Faulk County Library’s Story Hour hosted Santa on Friday morn-

ing, Dec. 13 and one of the first to relate a Christmas gift list was
Khloe Kaup, daughter of Glen and Jamie Kaup of Faulkton. More li-
brary Santa pictures appear this week mixed among letters to Santa
starting on page 11.


