
The school board of Faulkton
met in regular session on Vet-
eran’s Day, Monday, Nov. 11. The
major topics of the meeting were
junior high sports programs and
the opt-out discussion.
In attendance, were several

members of the teaching and
coaching staff as well as mem-
bers of the public, including
Faulk County Director of Equal-
ization Trevor Cramer.
The meeting began with the

usual approval of minutes, pay-
ment of bills and the finance re-
ports.
Dr. Joel Price began with a

recognition of several sports and
extracurricular teams to the
board. Dr. Price said that Ath-
letic Director and Principal
Craig Cassens had informed him
that the following teams had
earned the Academic Achieve-
ment team recognition from the
South Dakota High School Activ-
ities Association. The oral interp
team, competition cheerleaders,
football cheerleaders, all-state
chorus, volleyball and football
teams had all received this dis-
tinction, meaning each team had
a grade point average higher
than a 3.0.
Cassens said that this was the

most number of teams to receive
this honor at one time that he
can remember in his tenure
here, and both he and Dr. Price
expressed pride in the achieve-
ment of our students.

This led directly to Cassens re-
port to the board. He began his
report by showcasing the results
of his recent sports survey and
brought forth the idea of allow-
ing sixth grade students to play
ball with 7-8 grade students.
Team numbers in girls basket-
ball currently looked to be 5-6
members for the junior varsity,
which is pretty slim for a basket-
ball team.
There had been talk in previ-

ous years about letting sixth
grade students participate in
both volleyball and basketball,
but it has not yet been tried.
Cassens laid out the rules re-
garding younger participation.
Sixth to eighth grade students
could play against each other,
but not 6 to 9 grade. Likewise, 7-
9th grade was acceptable. Es-
sentially you can’t play a sixth
grade student against a fresh-
man or above. Cassens laid out
what potential schedules would
look like for both contingencies
for the board and coaches.
At the end of the discussion

the consensus agreement was to
allow sixth grade students to
participate in those junior var-
sity sports, if the student de-
sired. Volleyball coach Shae
Stephenson and girls basketball
coach Todd Brand would be able
to hammer out any overlap in
practice and game schedules.
Cassens continued his report

with the announcement that
parent teacher conferences
would be held on Monday, Nov.
18, from 3-8:30 p.m. following
teacher in-service that day.
Cassens also reviewed the col-

lege readiness report received
from the state board of educa-
tion. Statistics and small num-
bers often create interesting
results, but Cassens took the
board through the documenta-
tion and explained how well our
students were doing compared to
the state average. The answer
was, that a fourth year of math

and science in school makes a
difference on how much better a
graduating FHS student will do
at the college level.
Cassens reported on a recent

trip that Jody Moritz along with
chaperone Nickie Bowar took
with a group of 9th grade stu-
dents to attend a cultural diver-
sity day on Friday, Nov. 1 in
Aberdeen.
Dr. Price then gave his super-

intendent’s report. He began by
reviewing the paper cut program
that board members had asked
about at the last meeting. He in
turn went to technology coordi-
nator Jeremy Demery and got
data for the board. The cost of
the program was $2,500 but De-
mery’s projected savings for the
school was $3,000 for the first
year and $25,000 for the next
five years. The program moni-
tors how much paper each user
prints and sets a dollar amount
limit for each account. Resetting
that account or adding more dol-
lars to it is the purview of ad-
ministration.
Licenses for the program can-

not be shared between school
districts, but since the program
is projected to pay for itself the
first year, it tamed any budget-
ary resentment that might have
lingered from the last meeting.
Next Dr. Price talked about

the Department of Education
meeting with colony representa-
tives from across the state in-
cluding our local colony schools.
Dr. Price said that the meeting
was good because the secretary
of education spoke to colony rep-
resentatives directly and heard
their concerns, but that no clar-
ity of any kind of solution was
forth coming. Our district is not
alone with this problem, some
colony schools are willing to
make the change to digital test-
ing and some are adamantly op-
posed. There will be written tests
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The Faulktoneers 64th Annual
Snow Queen Festival will be held
this Sunday, Nov. 17, 4 p.m. in the
Faulkton School Auditorium.
This year’s theme is “The Uni-
verse is Yours”.
There are four junior contest-

ants and three senior contestants
this year. The junior candidates
are Madison Boss, Amanda
Lowinske, Brandi Melius and
Layla Stevens. The senior con-
testants areMakenna Boss,Adri-
ane Grabinski and Ashley
Waldner.
Serving as mistress of cere-

monies will be Staci Aesoph. In-
termission entertainment will be
provided by John Cassens.
Last year’s Senior Queen Tay-

lorMelius and Junior Queen Kaci
Clement will be on hand to crown
the new queens.
There are four junior talent

acts and no senior acts. Compet-
ing in the junior talent contest
will be a musical duet with Abbi
Quinn and Alyssa Meyer “These

Boots are Make for Walking”; a
vocal solo by Aubri Haselhorst,
“Busted”; piano solo, Tate Schulte
“Fandango”; and Eryka Quinn,
vocal solo, “Cups”.
Snow Princes and Princesses

are: kindergarten, Shaye Senn,
Sawyer Malaska, Jessica
Hadrick, DrakeMueller,Aidalisa
Anderson, Spencer Melius,
Madyson Koens, Emerald
Wittmeier and Daniel Hustead;
first grade, Reese Hadrick, Chase
Melius, Maci Schultz, Trey
Machtemes, Tayge Bormann,
Charlie Deiter, Jaymi Senn, Au-
gustAnderson, Carter Hall, Mor-
gan Demery, Mason Malaska;
Nikita Dillon and Charlie Hus-
tead.

64th Annual Faulktoneers Snow Queen
contest theme: “The Universe is Yours”

Senior Queen
Taylor Melius

Junior Queen
Kaci Clement

“We will be announcing a new
Faulkton area business at this
Saturday’s event,” said Stacy
Hadrick, Faulk County Eco-
nomic Development Director. “So
help us be a part of that excite-
ment.”
“Celebrate Our Community” is

the theme of a program at the
Faulkton Community Center on
Saturday, Nov. 16 beginning at 6
p.m.
There will be a free dinner

starting at 6 p.m. and a 30
minute program outlining
progress in the community. It
will also be a time to hear about
what’s next for the Faulkton

area.
“Come and help celebrate a

commitment to build a better fu-
ture for the Faulkton area,”
Hadrick urges. “The community
is poised for growth and expan-
sion and it’s the people who will
make that possible.”
“Attending this event will

spark your excitement for the
community and all we’ve accom-
plished,” Hadrick continued.
“Plus you will learn about things
on the horizon for Faulk County
and how to get involved.”
Be sure to attend and encour-

age your friends and neighbors
to come with you.

Announcement of new business will be made
Celebrate Our Community
at Saturday’s dinner event

V.F.W. Auxiliary 3179 mem-
bers Donna Hogg (left) and
Ardyce Hadrick (right) give out
flags to 4th grade students Bai-
ley Hustead, Taryn Bormann,
Peter Holsing in the foreground
and Parker Geditz, Teralyn
Cramer and Isabel Aesoph in the

background.
The Faulkton Area Schools

had a brief Veteran’s Day pro-
gram that started at 11 a.m. on
Monday, Nov. 11.
The students said the Pledge

of Allegiance and the FHS Band
played the Star Spangled Ban-
ner. School Supt. Dr. Joel Price
spoke about the history and ori-
gins of Veteran’s Day. He also
told FCCLA students that good
possible projects for them would
be to get involved with the
Wounded Warrior Program and
the Pat Tillman Foundation.
VFWAuxiliary PresidentArdyce
Hadrick also spoke to students
about care packages for active
servicemen, saying that the
VFW needs their help. They can
only send packages to service-
men and women whose AFBO
addresses they receive from fam-
ilies.
Ending the program, the FHS

band under the direction of
Amanda Stulken played God
Bless the USA.

Weather
H L P

Tues., Nov. 5 37 21
Wed., Nov. 6 39 21
Thurs., Nov. 7 51 26
Fri., Nov. 8 54 33 T
Sat., Nov. 9 45 17
Sun., Nov. 10 53 15 .03
Mon., Nov. 11 22 0
Tom Bartholomew, Observer

The total amount of moisture in
2013 is 21.79. Total moisture in
2012 was 13.29.
For current weather conditions:

climate.sdstate.edu/awdn/
current/realtime.asp
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Students proud to wave
the flag this Veteranʼs Day

Board discusses youth sports and the opt out

Faulktoneers
Snow Queen

Festival
Sunday, Nov. 17th
Mystery Snowman Clues

I own my own business.
I have 3 boys currently attending

Faulkton Area School.
I like steel.

Send your guess to: Faulktoneers
PO Box 184, Faulkton, SD 57438


