
The 10th Disabled Veterans
Hunt began this week. As part of
the hunt the veterans shared

their experiences with the stu-
dents at Faulkton School.
Mike Tomic started the forum

off talking about his service in
Vietnam.
“I graduated high school in

1967, and was in Vietnam in 68
and 69. I got my leg shot off and
caught 17 rounds and then I
spent a year and a half in the
hospital.”
Coming home Tomic went to

school, learned to be a gunsmith
and owned a gun shop and has a
wonderful wife.
“I love to hunt, ducks and deer,

I’ve always wanted to hunt
pheasants, but it’s not something
I’ve ever been able to do, until
now,” he said. “This is my first
opportunity to, so thanks to Pat
and all of you.”
Mrs. Tomic was then invited to

share the podium with her hus-
band. She spoke about the im-
portance of family to the men
and women who serve.
“Many people don’t realize

that there is another side of the
coin,” she said. “That the men
and women who serve, and the
veterans who do serve all have
spouses, families. For wounded
veterans that family support is
even more crucial, and often
means life long sacrifice. In the
years of going to the VA hospi-
tals, I’ve met many World War II
and Korean War veterans and
their families, and as they get
older, their care only gets harder.
So remember them for what they
do.”
Next to speak was Tom Papp.
“A long time ago, things were

different,” he said. “I was 19
years old. I had the three best
things a young man could wish
for,” he said. “I had the best job
in the world, I had a beautiful fi-
ancee, and I had a brand new
car. Then I got drafted. Getting
drafted was a bad experience,
and it’s one I hope none of you

ever have to go through. When
you are drafted, it’s like you’re
grabbed by the back of your neck
and yanked out of your life. You
have no more thoughts that are
your own, you become Govern-
ment Issue and you become fod-
der for the cannon. I was shot
twice, once through the left side
and out my right and the other
right through the chest and out
my back, and it’s only because of
the love of the Lord Jesus Christ
that I’m here today. There I am,
twelve thousand miles from
home laying in a rice patty, the
enemy shouting at us ‘Chu-hoy,
number one, Chu-hoy!’, telling
us to surrender. The only thing
keeping us alive was the Phan-
tom Jets, strafing fire at the
square around us. It was the
most horrible experience, you
can’t even imagine it. You can’t
even fathom what war is, how
horrendous it is to carry your
friends through that. The killing.
Killing is easy you might say.
Killing my first guy, it was like
I’d scored a touchdown, oh my
God, look what I’ve done. But
then I look at him. He had a
mom and a dad. He had a girl-
friend, he had a family. And I
killed him, and for what? All I
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Trojans end season in 2nd playoff game
Faulkton’s Cole Baloun (#34) stops the Wall runner during action

Monday night in Wall. The Trojan post season ended with Wall’s Ea-
gles besting them 28-12. #20 for the Trojans is Oliver Aesoph and for
Wall #3 is Trevor Anderson and #6 is Clancy Lytle. For more on the
playoffs turn to page 9. Photo by Tammy McCloud

Gathering for the 10th Annual Disabled Veterans Pheasant Hunt are front left VFW State Commander D.D.
Couch, local VFW member and hunt organizer Pat McGrath, John Young, Ray Hall, Mike Tomic. Back row left are
Dan Miller, National Commander in Chief, Bill Thien, Tom Strykalski, and Tom Papp.

10th disabled veterans hunt starts this week

Weather
H L P

Tues., Oct. 29 31 26 .04
Wed., Oct. 30 34 20
Thurs., Oct. 31 48 30
Fri., Nov. 1 47 29
Sat., Nov. 2 58 31
Sun., Nov. 3 56 34
Mon., Nov. 4 46 26

Tom Bartholomew, Observer
The total amount of moisture in
2013 is 21.76. Total moisture in
2012 was 13.22.
For current weather conditions:

climate.sdstate.edu/awdn/
current/realtime.asp

Rockham Post will host
Veteranʼs Day program
The Rockham American Legion
and Auxiliary will host the annual
Faulk County American Legion
Veteranʼs Day banquet on Mon-
day, Nov. 11. There will be a flag
retirement ceremony beginning
at 5 p.m. at the Rockham Com-
munity Center. Dinner will be
served at 6 p.m. followed by the
Faulk County American Legion
annual meeting.
Veteranʼs Day closings
Monday, Nov. 11 is Veteranʼs
Day. All government offices in-
cluding Faulkton USDA Ag of-
fice, the Faulk County Court
House, U.S. Post Offices and
the City of Faulkton will be
closed along with many area
businesses. Faulkton School will
conduct classes.
The Faulk County Record will be
open and news and advertising
can be dropped off at the office
for publication in the Wednes-
day, Nov. 13 issue. If you are
using the mail to send copy,
please do so one day early next
week.
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Faulktoneers
Snow Queen

Festival
Sunday, Nov. 17th
Mystery Snowman Clues
I am originally from Faulkton, but

have lived in California and Minnesota.
I have attended Northern State Uni-

versity and Mitchell Vo Tech.
I married someone who is originally

from Faulkton.
Send your guess to: Faulktoneers
PO Box 184, Faulkton, SD 57438

Friends of 4-H honored
Faulk County 4-H members and leaders honored three individuals

for their contributions to 4-H. Jim Slunecka of the 4-H Leaders pre-
sented certificates to Bonnie Wuger, left, and to Quilter’s Corner
owners Lori Holt and Stacy Hadrick. Bonnie was cited for her long
time support of 4-H from judging exhibits to teaching arts and crafts
classes. Lori and Stacy were honored for their support by providing
sewing and crafts assistance. For more from the annual 4-H Recog-
nition Event turn to page 13.

“Celebrate Our Community”
is the theme of a program at the
Faulkton Community Center on
Saturday, Nov. 16 beginning at
6 p.m.
There will be a free dinner

starting at 6 p.m. and a 30
minute program outlining
progress in the community. It
will also be a time to hear about
what’s next for the Faulkton
area.
“Come and help celebrate a

commitment to build a better fu-
ture for the Faulkton area,” said
Stacy Hadrick, Faulk County

Economic Development Direc-
tor. “The community is poised
for growth and expansion and
it’s the people who will make
that possible.”
“Attending this event will

spark your excitement for the
community and all we’ve accom-
plished,” Hadrick continued.
“Plus you will learn about
things on the horizon for the
Faulkton area and how to get
involved.”
Be sure to attend and encour-

age your friends and neighbors
to come with you.

The public invited to help
Celebrate Our Community


