
For 125 years a grave has
stood alone in a remote field near
Onaka, here in Faulk County.
Various landowners have fenced
it in, and farmed around it. At
one point a baseball team/4-H
club adopted and took care of it,
even putting a fence around it to
protect it. But for the most part
it has simply remained there as
time has gone on, lonely on the
prairie.
The man in the grave was one

Wilhelm Klemp, originally of
Wisconsin, and was an early set-
tler in Faulk County during the
1880’s.
“Wilhelm Klemp was my great

uncle,” said Carla Goffard of De
Pere, Wisconsin.
Goffard said that it all began

with a land grant given to her
great-grandfather for service
during the Civil War. The family
was more or less happy with the
farm they had in Wisconsin, but

the young Wilhelm Klemp, the
eldest boy of the family decided
to head out here to make a go of
it in the new territory. Meeting
another Wisconsin native on the
way named Bertha, the two mar-
ried and began their homestead
in March of 1887. In the winter
of 1888 however, one of the worst
storms on record, hit South
Dakota.

Klemp’s Story
(Continued on Page 3)
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Daylight Savings time
ends at 2 a.m. Sun., Nov. 3

Two businesses have already moved into the new
Faulkton Retail Center and another plans to be in soon.
Open for business is the Short Stop Bar (center) and
next door to the east, Country Roots. Jason Lee, Farm-
ers Union Insurance, will be moving to his new loca-
tion on the south east corner when interior work is
completed.

Walkabout Developments owner Dave Hedt has two
smaller office units still available for rent. “I have pos-

sible renters for those spaces, so I would recommend
you talk to me soon if you would be interested in one of
them.” Hedt is also exploring the possibility of using one
of the spaces for multi purposes such as business meet-
ings, baby showers, classes, etc. Computer hookups
would be available to those renters.

The large area to the west of the Short Stop Bar has
been rented by a single business. “I’m not able to re-
lease what the new business is, but I can promise you it

will be exciting for Faulkton,” Hedt said.
An open house is being planned and will be scheduled

for late this year or early next year.
Hedt, who is just back in Faulkton after spending sev-

eral weeks in his native Australia, has been grateful for
all the help and support he has received in making this
new business a reality. “I have many people to thank
for their help. I’d especially like to recognize Jerod
Raethz and Carrie Deiter for all their extra help.”

Space in the Faulkton Retail Center is filling up fast . . .

Children are ready for Halloween
Expect to see some of these same children trick or treating this

Thursday evening, Oct. 31. The Record got a pre-look at their cos-
tumes at the Faulk County Library Story Hour on Friday morning.
Front left are Carson Stark, Cash Edgar, Seth Roseland, Natalie

Hadrick, Ruby Kopecky, Khloe Kaup and Peyton Hayes. Back left
are Korbin Stark, Foster Bode, Claire Cotton, Lydia Blachford, Sean
Roseland, Raegan Geditz, Reese Otter, Austina Sorensen and Kam-
ryn Rhodes.Dan and Carla Goffard are dairy farmers out of De Pere, Wisc. The casket holds the remains of Carlaʼs

great uncle, Wilhelm Klemp, a homesteader who died in the winter storm of 1888, the famous “Childrenʼs Bliz-
zard.” The church he helped found, was moved after his death and his grave had sat alone on the prairie for
more than 100 years, until now. On the right are the headstone and the footstone.

Wilhelm Klemp heading home after 125 years
School meeting will
discuss tax opt-out
The Faulkton School District

will host an informational meet-
ing to consider a possible school
opt-out from the property tax
freeze. The meeting will be held
Sunday, Nov. 3, 7 p.m. at the
Faulkton School gym.
School officials and board

members will explain why an
opt-out is being considered.
The public is welcome to at-

tend and to bring their ques-
tions and concerns.

Weather
H L P

Tues., Oct. 22 39 29 .02
Wed., Oct. 23 38 26
Thurs., Oct. 24 48 28
Fri., Oct. 25 67 27
Sat., Oct. 26 47 30
Sun., Oct. 27 54 23
Mon., Oct. 28 36 24 .22

Tom Bartholomew, Observer
The total amount of moisture in
2013 is 21.72. Total moisture in
2012 was 13.06.
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