
by Garrick Moritz
Faulkton High School junior John

Cassens has had a very busy summer.
“I missed the first rehearsals for the

Ambassadors of Music program because
of the funeral of Garry Cunningham,” he
said. “It was very important to me to sing
at the funeral, and a real honor. The Cun-
ningham’s have been good friends and a
big help to my family over the years. And
I know that he did a lot of things for a lot
of people. Here was a man who had done
so much for the community, so it was a big

honor for me to sing at his funeral. I’ll
admit that the pressure was on. I wanted
to do my very best, to have my perform-
ance praise both the man and his life and
God as well. I felt a great deal of respon-
sibility, more so than probably anything
I’ve ever done musically before.”
After that, rehearsals for the Ambassa-

dors of Music trip were comparatively
simple, he said.
“There may have been a lot of varied

and complex pieces, but singing at that
funeral gave me confidence,” he said. “I

figured, if I could handle that, I could
handle last minute changes in the re-
hearsals, and only seeing one of the choir
pieces for the first time when I arrived. It
actually worked out pretty well, and that
song I’d never seen the music for became
one of my favorites. ”
Cassens said that the 4-day rehearsal

in Brookings went well. Cassens was one
of a small number of students who did
both band and choir.
“It was surprising to me how many

other students were from small towns like

me,” he said. “I figured that most of the
kids would be from Sioux Falls or Rapid
City but that wasn’t the case. A few of the
other students were friends I had made
fromAberdeen. And also it was nice work-
ing with people who really wanted to
make the best music possible, all of us lit-
erally had to pay to be there, most of us
having to do fundraising to make this trip
a reality. People who make that kind of
commitment are extremely dedicated to
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Cassens had life changing tour of Europe as a musician ambassador

John Cassens had one heck of a summer vacation. As an Ambassador of Music he traveled and performed in both the band and choir program all over Europe. Left he stands before the
great Matterhorn Mountains in Switzerland. Center Cassens is eclipsed by the Eiffel Tower. Right he stands before the gates of Windsor Castle, the famous historical residence of England’s
monarchs, with fellow American musicians and castle staff.

Faulkton School students,
alumni and friends will be cele-
brating homecoming week be-
ginning Monday, Sept. 9.
The theme is “Music” and fes-

tivities start with the coronation
program on Monday at 7 p.m. in
the school gym.
Special dress up days will be:
• Monday: Cowboy Day
• Tuesday: Fake Injury Day
• Wednesday: Nerd Day

• Thursday: Duck Dynasty Day
• Friday: Black and Gold Day
Friday, Sept. 13 is parade day

beginning at 1 p.m. (contact
Craig Cassens or Mary Vetch at
the school if you would like to
have a parade entry). A commu-
nity pep-rally will be held in the
school gym 30 minutes after the
parade followed by punt, pass
and kick competition at the foot-
ball field.

The Faulkton Athletic Boost-
ers will sponsor a tailgate feed
from 5-7 p.m. prior to Friday’s
football game.
Athletic contests during home-

coming week include:
Volleyball at Hitchcock on

Tuesday, Sept. 10 and volleyball
at home on Thursday, Sept. 12
vs. Gettysburg.
Football at Faulkton on Fri-

day, Sept. 13 vs. Britton/Hecla.

This year’s Faulkton High School homecoming candidates are, left, Sydney Heller, Alec Lee, Rainy Stevens, Matt
Holsing, Tucker Bowar, Megan Haberling, Oliver Aesoph and Mckenna Boss.
FHS Homecoming week begins with coronation program on Monday evening

“Music” is FHS homecoming theme

Just after last week’s desperate
plea for rain, a thunderstorm hit
the area. In Faulkton, Tom
Bartholomewmeasured .95 of rain
on Tuesday night and Wednesday
morning. But rain never falls the
same in two places, and while
some of the county got a nice por-
tion, other places that needed
moisture just as badly got next to
nothing.
We had a magnificent rain,” said

Rex Young in Orient. “There was
1.61 in the rain gauge that next
morning. Along with the rain, we
had 60-70 mph winds right about
5:30 in the a.m. There was some
crop loss from the wind damage
but, you always get some of that in
a big storm. Things are looking re-
ally good now. Crops really came
back and are looking pretty sharp.
The farmers should be smiling.
In Chelsea, the story was not as

positive.
“We had about .15,” said Dave

Ortmeier. “It was nice, but not re-
ally enough, the crops need some
more. The corn may still produce
something but the beans won’t be
very good. It’s funny when you
think that the year started out so
good, but now it’s been so dry this
last month. Just the opposite of
last year where it was dry for so
long and then suddenly wet.”
Doug Roggow in Wecota re-

ported dry conditions.
“We didn’t get much if anything

from that storm,” he said. “At this

point we need rain for winter
wheat planting.”
In Onaka, Shannon Waldman

reported some rain, but that more
would be good.
“We had .28 total,” he said. “It

helped, and if nothing else settled
the dust, but we could use some
more of it. Crops are hanging it
there. The guys are finishing up
haying and are now playing the
waiting game on the crops. The
pastures are starting to look a lit-
tle tough.”
In Seneca Jeff Greiner reports

variable rainfall
“It depended on where you stood

as to what you got,” he said. “It was
.87 here in town, and I’ve heard an
inch to 2.30. I know the crops could
use another shot just like it.”

––––––––––––
Chip sealing downtown
this Thursday morning
The City of Faulkton plans to

chip seal in the downtown area
this Thursday morning, Sept. 5.
Chip sealing will be done begin-

ning on 8th Ave. at the Faulkton
Fire Hall south to the corner of
King Insurance and also Court
Street from Quilter’s Corner to
Happy Times Carousel.
The City asks motorists not to

park on these streets Thursday
morning. As soon as the project is
completed on Thursday the streets
will be reopen to traffic and park-
ing.

Big thunderstorm brought some much needed rain


