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The 2013-14 school year be-
gins today for Faulkton pre-
kindergarten through senior
students.
Practices for the coming sports

seasons, competition cheer, vol-
leyball and football have already
started. Planning for an early
homecoming week Sept. 9
through 13 will begin soon.
All this and students will have

three new faculty members
greeting them today.

Billie Jo Brause is the new
agricultural educator. She will
also be FFA advisor and a class
advisor. Brause’s hometown is
Fergus Falls, Minn. She gradu-

ated from Tintah Public School
in Campbell, Minn. and in 2007
graduated from South Dakota
State University. Her degree is
in agriculture education with a
bachelor of science in agricul-
ture. For six years she was the
Lidgerwood Public School’s ag
educator and FFA advisor.

Amanda Stulken will be the
new K-12 music instructor and
5-12 band. A Webster native she
is a graduate of Webster High
School. At Northern State Uni-
versity she received her degree,
a bachelor of music in instru-
mental and vocal music educa-
tion in 2009. This past year she

taught music in the Leola School
District.

Christopher Ulrich is from
Minneota, Minn. where he grad-
uated from Minneota High
School. He received his higher
education degree this past
spring from Northern State Uni-
versity with a biology degree in
secondary education, a minor in
psychology and a coaching en-
dorsement. For five years he was
a CNA (2.5 years in Canby,
Minn. and 2.5 years in Ab-
erdeen). He was a youth baseball
coach for three years in Min-
neota. He will be teaching 7, 9-
12 grade science.
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Three new teachers begin duties

Back to school today at Faulkton

On August 23, 2013, Judy Dixon will retire from a 35 year career as a
Faulk County Librarian.

Dixon retires fromwhat she
calls a “nearly perfect job”
Judy Dixon is leaving the Faulk County Library after 35 years. In

her youth, she attended grade school in Orient, graduated from
Miller High School and then attended the University of South
Dakota.
“I started here in January of 1978,” Dixon said. “The Faulk County

Library started here in 1968, so I suppose you could say that I’m cur-
rently the longest standing employee here. As to what it’s been like,
well I would say that it has been pretty close to an ideal job for me.
I can remember a lot of very good days and very few bad days. The
only bad times I can think of offhand are days when the weather was
bad, and that’s what made my day bad, rather than the work, which
I’ve always enjoyed. I remember a little boy who kicked me in the
shins and another who ran away so fast out and down the street that
I couldn’t catch him. Things I can laugh about now. I’ve enjoyed see-
ing and serving generations of families bringing their children to
story hour.”
“Over the years I’ve seen a lot of changes,” she said. “The biggest

change of course is technology. I began at the library during the age
of the pen and paper card catalog, with a typewriter. Now it’s the
computer age, with a digital checkout system. The materials we have
available for checkout have changed as well. Certainly we have
books, but the different formats available have certainly changed.
Audio books existed of course, before the cassette tape, but they were
on vinyl record and not something we carried. Then we began to
carry audio book cassettes and then CD’s and now digital media.
Electronic books too are now something that we have available, for

Judy Dixon retirement (continued on page 2)

Though the project is still in its infancy, a Faulk-
ton Out of School Program Steering Committee is
now to the point where they are looking to hire
someone as a program director.
“Our committee was formed as an outcropping

of the Development Corporation,” said April
Sorensen. “Last spring was when we first started
meeting. The hope at that first meeting was that
we would have something ready for this coming
school year. But my own life experience, since be-
fore coming to Faulkton, I was in charge of an
after school program. I found out that to become a
licensed operation takes time. As of now, our goal
will be to start with our summer program next
year, or perhaps this January if we get the right
person for our directorship/coordinator role.”
“Our first job was to determine what the needs

of the community were,” said Brenda Ferguson.
“The initial idea and push came from Pastor Bill
Hoffman, and Shae Stephenson. They created and
distributed the surveys we sent to parents. We
also talked with the local daycares to see what
their workload was, and to make sure we wouldn’t
be stepping on any toes. In all we have an interest
potential of 30 students who could utilize an after
school program. Right now the daycares are so full
that we’ll be able to relieve some of the pressures
from their current waiting lists.”
Sorensen and Ferguson have been involved with

this committee along with Pastor Hoffman, Kayla
Hanson, Kaylee Speck and Jay Jahnig, along with
many others who have contributed ideas and effort.
“At our last meeting,” said Sorensen, “We de-

cided to call our program an Out of School pro-
gram. We also decided, that before we go further,
we need to find someone who can be its director
and coordinator.”

The plan so far is that the organization will be
state licensed and 501C3 tax exempt non-profit,
and that it will serve students from kindergarten
to sixth grade and will start immediately after
school is dismissed. The program will also run
year round, with programming after school dur-
ing the school months, and a summer program.
“Whoever we choose as our director, it will be

from strict requirements,” said Ferguson. “We
want to offer parents a much better option than
babysitting by television.”
“We are still working on formulating ideas, but

a licensed program will mean income eligibility, so
that it can be affordable and available to any fam-
ily who needs it,” Sorensen said. “The program’s
funding will be derived largely from the enroll-
ment fees, but we want to make the program very
worthwhile for our students. It should include a
healthy snack and be an extension of the school
day, allowing students to study and do their home-
work with tutoring available.”
“Also we’d like to include things like arts and

crafts, sports, games, field trips and special proj-
ects, multiple activities to make it both a good
learning experience and a lot of fun so that kids
want to come every day,” Sorensen continued. “Of
course all of this is still speculative. We have sev-
eral prospective locations in mind, but nothing set
in stone. What we need to begin to make it a real-
ity is the right person as the director. Until then,
there are a lot of unknowns.”
Ferguson and Sorensen said that the ideal can-

didate is someone with a four-year degree and
teaching experience, preferable who has worked
with elementary age students and has child de-
velopment skills. The director of the program and
Out of School Program (continued on page 2)

Pack a lunch and head to the
library on Monday, August 26.
“As part of my work as the eco-

nomic development coordinator I
will be doing a presentation over
the lunch hour on how to use so-
cial media to promote your busi-
ness online,” said Stacy Hadrick.
“Anyone is welcome to attend at
no cost. Just bring a lunch, and
I'll show you how to, by using

Facebook, Twitter, and Insta-
gram, you can promote your
business online."
The workshop will also be a

networking opportunity for busi-
nesses in the Faulk County to
build ideas together to promote
coming to the area.
Register by calling Stacy at

347-1195 or emailing
stacy.hadrick@gmail.com.

Lunch at the Library, with
social media business savvy

New Out of School program seeks director


