
The Faulkton School Board
met for a rescheduled session
due to weather on Wednesday,
Feb. 13 at 7:30 a.m.
The board first approved the

minutes and finance reports and
paid all current bills.
Superintendent Dr. Joel Price

gave special recognition to the
school’s custodial staff for their
hard work getting the building
ready after the snowstorm, as
well as the bus drivers for their
safe driving in blizzard condi-
tions and to Hanson’s Construc-
tion for their work on sidewalk
and parking area cleanup and to
the county and state highway
crews for their hard work on get-
ting the roads clear.
School Business Manager

Cindy Kopecky gave the board a
report on her new office intern,
FHS senior Taylor Melius who is
doing her senior internship at
the school’s business office. She
will be doing 90 hours of work for

the rest of the school year and
Kopecky said that she’s done
very well so far in the office and
that later in the year she will
make a presentation to the board
on the work she’s done.
The board then approved a

motion to hire the services of
Bierschbach & Anderson to do
the 2012-13 audit of the district.
The board voted to hire Tome-

lyn Taylor as the All School Play
director for the amount of
$1,204.
High School Principal and

Athletic Director Craig Cassens
gave the board his report.
Cassens reported that the pre-

vious week, he, along with Mary
Schlechter and Sarah Lambert
attended a Common Core Stan-
dards briefing and was less than
impressed by it’s current level of
organization.
Cassens then told the board

what changes the board could ex-
pect now that Frederick/Hecla

was not part of their football con-
ference. Cassens said that he
cast the only dissenting vote
against the schools inclusion be-
cause it would result in a lot
more time on the bus for F.H.S.
athletes, when already the aver-
age mileage for a one-way trip to
a football game is 68.5 miles. But
since the decision is out of his
hands now he suggested to the
board that FHS and the Brit-
ton/Hecla school perhaps part-
ner to rent an arena inAberdeen
to play their game as a halfway
point for both teams.
Cassens also noted, and board

member Grady Heitmann con-
firmed that the FHS oral interp
students also were put into a
new district this year, and that
oral interp Coach Nancy Heiden-
reich and the oral interp stu-
dents and parents were not
pleased with the district venue
provided in DeSmet. Cassens re-
ported that Heidenreich said and

Heitmann confirmed that the
venue was ill prepared for the
events. Cassens said that the
South Dakota High School Activ-
ities Association is aware of
these concerns and hopes that
things will be better next year.
Cassens also gave the board

his current findings on total
numbers for students interested
in track and field, which came to
about 50 students interested in
track this year.
Cassens then let the board

know that in addition to student
physicals in the summer, the
health care provider is offering
heart screenings for a cost of $80
per screening. Superintendent
Dr. Joel Price recommended to
the board that this be done, and
the board agreed and so the
heart screening will be incorpo-
rated this year into the student
physicals this coming August.
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Tribute to teacher/coach Cunningham
We will let the pictures tell the story. Long time FHS teacher and coach Garry Cunningham along with wife Irene and son Brice left for

cancer treatment early Sunday afternoon (Garry is in the passenger side of the car).

Weather
H L P

Tues., Feb. 12 33 21
Wed., Feb. 13 41 26
Thurs., Feb. 14 30 10 .07
Fri., Feb. 15 25 2
Sat., Feb. 16 26 7
Sun., Feb. 17 35 15
Mon., Feb. 18 17 -10 .08

Tom Bartholomew, Observer
The total amount of moisture in
2013 is 2.15. Total moisture in
2012 was .43.
For current weather conditions:

climate.sdstate.edu/awdn/
current/realtime.asp

Singers needed for
annual Easter Cantata
The Faulkton community chorus
is now practicing for the annual
Easter Cantata. Practices are
Sundayʼs at 2 p.m. at the United
Church of Faulkton.
All wishing to sing are urged to
join the group for this annual
concert.
The cantata will be performed on
Palm Sunday, March 24, 4 p.m.
at the United Church.
This yearʼs cantata is titled “We
Were There, a Dramatic Choral
Experience at the Cross”. Jim
Wagner will once again serve as
chorus director. The cantata is
sponsored by the Faulk County
Ministerial Association.

RECORD NOTES

Serious injury reported
Thurs. west of Rockham
On Valentine’s Day, Thurs-

day Feb. 14 there was an acci-
dent on SD Highway 212, four
miles west of Rockham.
“Jewel Wheeler, 39, was driv-

ing a 1992 Chevrolet Suburban
headed westbound on Highway
212,” said Lt. Caleb Walters of
the SD Highway Patrol. “She
lost control of her vehicle on
the ice-covered road and slid
into the east bound lane.”
“A Department of Trans-

portation Snowplow, a 2011 In-
ternational driven by Jerry
Kopecky was traveling east-
bound,” Lt. Walters said. “It
was not a head on collision as
the Chevy was struck on the
passenger side of the vehicle.
After Mrs. Wheeler’s vehicle
struck the plow her vehicle
came to rest in the southern
ditch of the roadway.”
“Faulkton Fire and Rescue,

Faulk County Ambulance,
Faulk County Sheriff and the
SD Highway Patrol all re-
sponded,” said Lt. Walters. “Mr.
Kopecky sustained no injuries.
Mrs. Wheeler sustained serious
injuries and was taken by am-
bulance to the Faulkton Area
Medical Center and soon after-
ward airlifted by helicopter to a
Fargo hospital. We have re-
ceived no word on her current
condition.”

School board discusses changes
in sports, concessions and staff

-10° Feb. 18


