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Garry Cunningham has coached just
about every sport there is to coach at
Faulkton High School. He is also a
tireless worker in promoting Faulk-
ton sports and improving the
equipment and facilities.
In recognition of those accom-

plishments the Faulkton Sports-
men’s Field Improvement Organization
unanimously decided to recognize him
and rename Sportsman’s Field the
Garry Cunningham Sports Complex.
Doug Deiter, a member of the improve-

ment group made the suggestion. “Nobody
has done more for Faulkton High
School athletics and Faulk-
ton baseball than Garry
Cunningham,” Deiter
told the group.
Cunningham will be

honored publicly on
Friday, Feb. 1 when
Aberdeen Christian
boys and girls basket-
ball teams will be in
Faulkton for a double
header. A special pres-
entation will be made
between the girls and
boys varsity games at
approximately 8 p.m.
Present school athletic director Craig Cassens

said that it just seemed natural that the field be
named after Garry. He and long time Cunning-
ham teaching and coaching colleague Jerry Fis-
cher are working on the presentation program.
The public, especially former students and col-
leagues are encouraged to attend.
Cunningham began his teaching/coaching ca-

reer at Cresbard in 1968. That December he mar-
ried Irene and
the couple lived
in Cresbard
until he took a
two year leave
for military
service in the
U.S. Army Re-
serve. In the fall
of 1974 he
began his career
in Faulkton
where he taught
shop and
coached. During
the years of
high school
coaching he also
coached base-
ball . . .
Midgets, Teen-
ers and Junior
Legion along
with playing on

the town team as a pitcher. Athletics
runs in the Cunningham family as his
late father, John Cunningham is in
the South Dakota Baseball Hall of
Fame and both of Garry and Irene’s
sons, Darren and Brice were active
in high school sports.
In a Faulk County Record inter-

view when he retired in 2007, Cun-
ningham quipped. “Coaching, well
I’ve coached just about everything at
one time or another. I’d coach some-
thing until they realized I was no
good at whatever it was and they’d

give me something else to
coach. Eventually they’d
forget about the past
coaching and reassign
me to the sport again.”
“One thing I’ve al-
ways coached was golf.
I’ve really liked coach-
ing golf for may rea-
sons. One is that the
training for it is not so
intense or focused. In
football or basketball
you’re drilling the team
to get the most possible
out of them as individu-
als and as a team. But

golf is an individual sport. You take your team
out, give them a little individual instruction and
then just let them play. They really can have a lot
of fun and it’s a sport they can play their entire
lives. I’ve seen a generation of new golfers come
out to play at Lakeside and it’s rewarding to play
a round with these kids that I’ve watched grow
up.” (He also served as care taker at Lakeside
Country Club for many years.)
“Of course I did enjoy all my other coaching.

The girls golf team as state runner ups in the 80’s
to the boys going to the Dakota Dome in the fall
of ‘98, my 15 or so odd years as the athletic direc-
tor and getting my 35 year coaching award. You
know, what can I really say about all of that ex-
cept it was great. The kids, whether teaching or
coaching, made it all worthwhile. The teachers,
staff and personnel and students, well, every-
body’s always been so good to me. The other area
coaches and athletic directors, they’ve all been
good people to work with.”
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Craker & NSU Marching Band
part of inauguration events
Bethany Craker, daughter of Pastor Tammy

Craker and FHS Boys Basketball Coach Chris
Craker attended the 44th Presidential inaugura-
tion and festivities. Craker is a student at North-
ern State University in Aberdeen and part of the
NSU marching band as they traveled to Washing-
ton DC and are in the parade and inaugural
events. More on this story in our next issue.

Above is a sample of what the sign will look like when installed on the new crows nest at the Garry Cunning-
ham Sports Complex. The artwork on the left is a football and on the right a baseball glove. The sign is 30’ long.

Renamed Sports Complex to be
dedicated to Garry Cunningham

Garry Cunningham reads results at a school golf tourney.

Weather
H L P

Tues., Jan. 15 37 6
Wed., Jan. 16 40 14
Thurs., Jan. 17 34 24
Fri., Jan. 18 45 31
Sat., Jan. 19 40 3 .09
Sun., Jan. 20 10 -9
Mon., Jan. 21 5 -3
Tom Bartholomew, Observer
Big temperature drop. On

Saturday the temperature dropped
17 degrees in less than one hour.
The total amount of moisture in
2013 is .15. Total moisture in
2012 was .26.
For current weather conditions:

climate.sdstate.edu/awdn/
current/realtime.asp

RECORD NOTES

From a box containing 130 of
Robert Cooper’s neckties and an
idea, Cherry Frasier, Carol Dun-
can, Ron Leighty and Kerry
Leighty created a very special
gift for Robert’s widow, Evelyn
Cooper.
It was Kerry Leighty that first

had the idea to make a quilt out
of Bob’s old neckties. Searching
for a quilter who could get the
job done was the first challenge.
Ron Leighty convinced Carol
Duncan to get involved and they
got the professional advice and
assistance of Cherry Frasier,
who the Record has featured a
number of times in the past for
her quilting skills.
Calling the job a class project

(since Ron, Cherry and Carol all
graduated from F.H.S. in 1960)
together, they worked in secret
to prepare the quilt as a surprise
gift for Christmas of 2012. Most,

if not all the ties in question
were gifts to Bob from Evelyn or
the rest of their family.
“I couldn’t help but thinking of

all the events and places that
these ties have been to,” said
Carol Duncan in the letter pre-
sented with the quilt. “How wise
Ron was to realize what these
ties meant to both you and Bob.
It’s a known fact around the
Faulkton area what a special
couple the two of you were. You
contributed so much over the
years to your church and com-
munity. So it’s Ron’s, Cherry’s
and my wish for you to wrap
yourself up and keep warm in
this quilt that represents two
lives well lived.”
Holding the quilt are, front

left, Nina Herman and Esther
Cooper; back left are Cherry
Frasier, Carol Duncan and Mar-
ian Waddell.

A well dressed Christmas gift

Stephen Flicek is the
long term substitute
teacher filling in for
Vanessa Bowman while
she takes her maternity
leave.
“I grew up in Sioux Falls

and graduated from Lin-
coln High School,” he said.
Flicek said that he started his

college education at USD, but
then took a break from school
and went to France.
“I have to say that it was a re-

ally cool program,” he said. “Ba-
sically a lot of countries around
the world want their students to
learn English, so rather than
send their students over to Eng-
lish speaking countries, as has
been traditionally done, they
take people who are willing to
teach over there to do these total
emersion day camps. I taught
students and wasn’t allowed to
speak a word of French to them.
It was a great way to immerse
them in the English language
and culture and teach them
aboutAmerican holidays, and re-
ally teach them how to speak
English like an American does,

so they’d learn things
that they wouldn’t ever
see in a textbook.”
Flicek returned to

USD and took up a math
major.
“I’ve always enjoyed

solving problems, and
math was a good fit in

that regard,” he said. “I also ma-
jored in English because I had a
professor, Dr. Emily Haddad,
who inspired me to take more
English classes. I loved to read
and so what started out as an
English minor, turned into an
English major just because I
kept taking more classes.”
When the previous math sub

F.H.S. had hired took a position
elsewhere, Flicek was contacted
by Principal Craig Cassens and
happily took up the duties.
“I’ve never really lived and

worked in a small town before,
but it’s been very nice so far. I
don’t know if Faulkton is just
unique in this, but so far it’s been
very fun to work with these
smart, great kids and everybody
has been very helpful and very
friendly.”

Filling in for FHS math

Stephen Flicek

-9° on
Jan. 20


