
Following several years of wet weather, 2012 was a
dry year in Faulk County with only 13.80 of moisture of-
ficially recorded by Tom Bartholomew as of Friday, Dec.
21. But that moisture came at crucial times and both the
small grain and row crop yields were generally good
throughout the county. 2012 was also a year of big cele-
brations with Faulkton’s Wild West Days and FHS All
School Reunion celebrations followed by Orient’s school
reunion and 125th Anniversary observance.
Below we continue our tradition of recapping some of

the news headlines and photos from the past year as we
look forward to another year of progress in Faulk
County.
January: Record high temperatures
Following a year of budget cuts, District 23 legislators

Sen. Corey Brown, Rep. Justin Cronin and Rep. Charlie
Hoffman were optimistic that more money would be
available from the state this year.

A look at new City of Faulkton building permits
showed an estimated $238,000 was spent on new struc-
tures and remodeling. The year’s biggest projects were
new hangars at the airport and a new governor’s house
purchased by the Faulkton Development Corporation.
The FaulktonArea Medical Center received word that

the facility’s CT lab was accredited by theAmerican Col-
lege of Radiology.
Theresa Edgar of rural Rockham represented Faulk-

ton in the senior talent contest at the South Dakota
Snow Queen Festival and won first place with her per-
formance of “Stand by Your Man”.
Temperatures reached 65 degrees on Jan. 5 as high

temperature records were set for three days.
The Faulk County Record launched a self-built on-line

presence www.faulkcountyrecord.com containing a num-
ber of improvements from the previous electronic sub-
scription package.
More record breaking high days were recorded and six

golfers couldn’t resist the call to play a round at Lake-
side Country Club. Later in the week, normal January
weather returned with a dip to -8° on Jan. 16. Total
moisture for 2011 was 25.32 inches, the 15th time in the
past 20 years of 20” plus moisture.
Committee members were busy filing family histories

and photos for the 125th Orient History book.
The 2010 census had an impact on City of Faulkton

Wards. A four block area east of 12th Ave. and south of
Pearl St. was taken fromWard II and added to Ward III
to better reflect current population.
February: No 4-day school week
The Faulkton Business & Professional Association

was spearheading a drive to purchase new Christmas
lights for downtown.
Faulkton School’s one act play “TenActors in Search of

a Cell Phone ” placed third in the regional.
Edgar Bros. of rural Rockham were honored at the

Black Hills Stock Show with the Stockmen of the Year
Award. The family operation began in 1953 with the
purchase of two registered Angus heifers.
The Faulkton School Board decided to not adopt a four

day school schedule that had been discussed several
times at previous meetings, including a public meeting.
With the help of a mild winter, crews from Hanson’s

Inc. were able to dig a new trench and lay down a new
drain pipe for the storm sewer which drains into Snake
Creek northeast of Faulkton.
The Faulk County Library was busy signing up pa-

trons for a new digital library card. The system allows
for digital check out of books and also has e-book fea-
tures.
Faulkton wrestlers were third in the region and ad-

vanced eight wrestlers to the state tournament: Kent
Hall, Robbie Aesoph, Oliver Aesoph, Brandon Potter,
Wes Kalkman, Riley Potter, William Edgar and Austin
Thomas. Robbie Aesoph went on to capture the individ-
ual state championship title at 285.
Polo native Patricia (Froning) DeVaney was appointed

as a circuit judge in the South Dakota Sixth Judicial Cir-
cuit.
Harold Hadrick was presented with the Faulkton Ma-

sonic Lodge Community Service award.
March: Senior Center improvement project
The Prairie Artists Workshop of Cresbard was the

subject of a feature story in the Faulk County Record.

Artists Judith Oliver and Daniel Sheldon share interest
in painting and old time fiddling.
It was billed as the first major blizzard of the year, but

snow in Faulkton fell short of a predicted foot to half
that amount on March 1.
The Faulkton boys varsity basketball team defeated

Lower Brule to make the second round of the district
tournament before losing to Sully Buttes.
Faulk County was well represented as part of the

South Dakota Agriculture and Rural Leadership trip to
China. Sal Roseland of rural Seneca and John Melius of
rural Cresbard were part of the tour.
Two longtime Faulkton School faculty members sub-

mitted their resignations effective at the end of the
school year. Ending their careers at Faulkton were Peg
Margeson, elementary teacher for 40 years and Karen
Wagner, music teacher for the past 15 years.
The FaulktonAreaArts Council art show drew 303 en-

tries.
The Faulkton All School Reunion committee stuffed,

addressed and mailed 2,300 pre-registration letters for
July’s FHS reunion.
April: City discusses sewer project
Faulkton hosted a meeting of the Dakota Rising mem-

bers and mentors. The three day event included a tour
of Faulkton. Dakota Rising fellows met with their men-
tors over the three day period.
It was April Fool’s Day, but 88° recorded was no joke

as reported by Tom Bartholomew’s official weather sta-
tion. Because of the dry conditions Faulk County Com-
missioners set a burn ban in the county.
Eugene and Cherry Frasier’s 1950 two-door Pontiac is

a mirror image of the car they had when they were first
married according to a Record feature story.
Faulkton’s senior class trip featured skiing at Terry

Peak and the water park in Rapid City.
The sociology students in Dr. James Seeber’s NSU

class studied Faulkton as a class project. Two to three
student teams interviewed Faulkton citizens in the
areas of business, education, healthcare, government,
religion and community organizations.
With much of the spring planting completed after a

mild winter, mid April showers gave crops a good start.
St. Thomas Church’s Court of St. Monica celebrated

their 65 anniversary.

A public meeting was held on a proposed new sewer
project for Faulkton. The basic project would be to map
the city’s sewer system using televised cameras inside
the pipes as well as make the repairs and changes nec-
essary along 8th Ave. so that the storm sewer will no
longer drain and leak into the sanitary sewer.
May: 20 graduate from FHS
Kyle Ortmeier was elected state president of the Fam-

ily Career and Community Leaders of America (FCCLA)
for the 2012-13 school year.
Shelbie’s Flowers and Gifts moved to a new location

on 9th Ave. across from the Faulk County Courthouse.
News of 2012
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An explosion rocked the area around Faulkton’s North
Central Farmers Elevator on Friday, Jan. 6. An employee was
injured and the elevator’s office area was damaged. The photo
shows upper wall damage on the west side of the office. The
office was completely rebuilt later in the year.

The United Church of Faulkton took on renovation of the
Autumn Leaves Senior Center as a local mission project.
Helpers included, back left, Tom Meyer, Jerry Fischer, Marvin
Hutchinson, Randy Tisher, Bob Hadrick and Lane Meyer.
Front left are Pastor Bill Hoffman, Ginger Schilder, Shelia Hoff-
man, Nancy Ryman, Pam Hutchinson, Virgie Wagner and
Karen Collins. Part one of the project involved replacing ceil-
ing tile, light panels and painting. The project was completed
later in the year when new flooring was installed.

Band members “Play that Funky Music” during the spring
Faulkton School music concert. From the left are Carissa
Wilcox, Lane Brown, John Cassens, Taylor Melius, Emily
Meyer and Dade Monroe.

Faulkton FCCLA members Taylor Melius, left, and Kayla
Mendez spearheaded a project to provide shoes for people in
need worldwide: “All Souls Need Soles”.

2012 – dry year with surprising crop yields


